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aligned, were not far away. Devon is a county of sailors and the
farm had no lure for John compared to that of the sea. Therefore
at the age of eleven, he joined H.M.S, Alarm with the rating of
captain's servant.

Some benign destiny must have decreed that .little John
should begin his sea-service in the Alarm. She carried thirty-
two guns and was a crack ship, said to be have been the first
copper-sheathed ship in the English Navy, More important
still, in 1771, which would be the date when John boarded her
for the first time, she was commanded by John Jervis, afterwards
Vice-Admiral Sir John Jervis, created subsequently Earl St.
Vincent in honour of his victory over the Spanish fleet at the
Battle of Cape St. Vincent, probably the finest disciplinarian the
Navy has ever known.

By the time John was entered in her books the Alarm had
already made history. In March, 1770, she was at Marseilles
when, on the evening of the 30th in a violent gale she parted
her cables and was driven on the rocks. During the night her
total loss became imminent, but by great efforts on the part
of the ship's company, and the assistance of the French officials,
she was first secured, then got afloat, hove down, and repaired,
On May i ith she was at sea again and my Lords of the Admiralty
expressed their approval both publicly and privately. Captain
Jervis wrote to his father, who incidentally had refused to allow his
son more than twenty pounds a year when he went to sea, but
"as he had not taken up any slops it was assumed he had been
able to buy himself soap and clothing out of it'* exultantly in
these words:

44 A glorious action in the midst of a war could not have
been more applauded than the gallantry of the officers and men,1*

The Alarm came home in 1771* She reached Spithead in
mid-May, the probable date when John joined her, the whole
ship's company with their tails up on account of their seamanship
at Marseilles,

Then, as a compliment from my Lords of the Admiralty, they
sailed on a hurrah cruise to the Mediterranean, to attend on the
Duke of Gloucester, who had been ordered to spend the winter
in Italy and lived on board for the most part, leaving her only in
1772 when she sailed for England to be paid off.

Meanwhile little John served one or the most redoubtable
captains in the Fleet,

John Jervis, the second son of Swjmfen Jeryis, barrister-at-law,
was educated at a private school at Greenwich^ where Swvnfiw